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INFOR MATION 
For the Miniſters in the Divceſs of Aberdene Cited before the Par- 


lament, 


WT is not unknown to moſt of the Kingdom, that the Miniſters bf the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, 
i 'gave ſull and ſuſſicient Evidence of cheir firm Adberence tothe Proteſtant Religion and 
cia che | times, After it plexfed God ro bring ybour7? wor,” 

and to Eſtabliſh His Majeſty upontbe Throne, they did ſubmit unto, and own His Maje-. 


ſties Government, and - ſebt ſeveral Addrifies bumbly ſupplicating for ProteRtion, and had 
repeated Aſſurances thereof given them under His Md! Hand, thorow the In- 
muenees whereof, they lived in their Charges peaceably and Chriſtianly ſetting about the 
Office of their Miniſtry. 
it having pleaſed the Honourable Members of this cuerent Parliament, to aboliſh Epiſcopa- 
ey. do Eſtubliſn Fresbeterian Government, and having lodged the powes in the 
of the then farviving- . Prezbeterian Miniſters, - and (uch as they had admitted, or 
Nd adenit there was a Meeting of a General Aſſembly ind idted, which accordingly met, 
but there none admitted, or preſent to repreſeit the Nothers Diocces, the laid. Migifters 
did humbly Addreſs themfctyes to His Majeftie, who thereupon at the cext General Aſſam- 
bly recomended to the Members thereof, to admit of their Brethren who conformed to Epiſ- 
copacy, in the Terms of a fern, which Hi» Majeſtic was graciouſly pleaſed to concert for 
them. 


Conform, and in Obedience to His Msjeſſies Letter, the Miniſters foreſaid ſent the ir Com- 
wiffioners to the General Aſſembly, who in the terms of the (aid Formule, offercd to unite 
with heir Presbeterian Brethren, that ſo any further Diviſions in this Church might be pre- 
vented, and the Whole Miniſtry of the Nation might be duely repreſented in a General A 
but this their Addreſs being teſocted, they returned re . : 
Tvereefeer the General Aſſembiy having be Committees, to go thorow the North, 
ha 


for Planting Vacancies, and doing ſome ot for which theyhad given them particular 
laſtructiona, and accordingly theſe Committee: g cited ſome of the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
before them, they with ſome otbers oſ their Brethren. did meet, and having drawn up ſome 
four or five Queries, relating to their geleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, to be preſented unto rhe ſaid 
Committee, where to they defired Refoluyon er they could be clear to ſubmit themſelves 
unto them 3 to which when they got no Satisfactorie anſwer, the Miniſters foreſaid did with 
all Submiſſion to the Civil Government, enter their Proteſtation and appealed to His Ma- 
jeſtie for Protection. | 

The Committee judging that thereby their power is incroached upon, did Addreſs His Ma- 
jeſties high Commis ſioner and Eſtates of Parliament, for redresfing Grievances - and thoſe 
that more immediatly concern theſe Proteſters are, 

Primo, That they meet in their pretended Presbyteties and Synods, and AR as if they 
were | Judicatories, 2, Thatdiverſe of tbem have intruded into vacant Churches, with- 
out any legal Call, Allowance of, or Application to any Church Judicatory for that Effect. 
3 That the Committee when in the North, met with ſeveral Proteſtations from the E iſcopal 
Miniſters, which were Declinatures of the Authority of the Church Judicatures, te ing to 
uat Schiſm, and a manifeſt contempt cf the Law, 

This addreſs being readin Parliament, it was recommended to the Honourable Committee 
appointed for Security of the Nation, to conficer it, and to call before them the Miniſters 
concerned in theſe Proteſtations: and accordingly they being Cited and Compearing, it plea- 
ſed the Prefer and other Members of that Honourable Meeting, to Ordain them to give in 
Anſwers to thir ſeveral Points underwritten, viz. Primo, By what Authority they kept Meet- 
ings. 2. How they came to preſent the Queries to the late Committee of che General Aſſem- 
bly. And 3. How they vindicat their Proteftation from claſhing with the Civil Power. In 
the Terms of which Ordinance, they haviog the next day Compeared, gave in their following 
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As to the firſt, vix- By what Authority they keep Meetings, c. They declared, they did 

not keep any authoritative Meetings, as Church Judicatories, but only for Confultation and 

Deliberation, how to demain themſelves in their ſeveral Charges, for ſuppreſſing Sin and Vice, 


and advancing the Intereſis of the Goſpel - And they being under no Cenſure from any Judi- 


catorie, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, they thought they might continue in ſuch Meeti 
from time to time, being all along under Hy, Majeſties ProteQion. As to the Second, viz. 
How they cameto preſent the Queries to the ittee of the late Genera Aſſembly fe Its an- 
ſwered, that they were encouraged thereunto by the eight Article of Inſtructions, given by the 
HAſtembly, to the Committee id wherein its ſeriouſly recommended to them, and t 
peremptorly required to take all pains to Inform, Convince and Satisfie all ſuch perſons of their 
Miſtakes, who think that they had receeded from their known Principles, and having had no 
pte vious Opportunity of Conference, for removing their Scrouples, they bumbly conceived that 
they were obliged to lay hold upon that Occaſion. And had there been any Chriſtian and Mi- 
niuetial Conference afterward allowed them, it is like, before this time their Debaits and Doubts 
might have been buried, and theſe things removed out of the way, which are the Occaſion of 
their ſad and woſul Diviſions, 
As to the Third, that their Proteſtation doth claſh with the Civil Power, It was Anſwered, 
That as hitherto they have owned his Majefties Authority, by praying for his Majeſty, —_— 
the Faſts and Thankſgivings appointed by the Government, and are reſolved to continue in 
doing. So it was never their or Intention to do any thing which might ſeem to contradict 
their conſtant Profeſſion and Practice, neither will AF or adhere to any 1 may 
appear to be inconſiſtent therewith: And finally, they ever thought that this their Ap- 
peal and Proteſtation, would have given any offence co the Civil Power, they would never 
have entered or preſented the ſame. 
By all which it may appear, that as hitherto they have indeavoured to live unblemable in 
their Lives and Doctrine, ſo they have been ſo far from deſigning to do = _ that might 
ity „ that 


be offenſive to the Civil Government, that they have o intire 
Majefties gracious Favour and Protection; and therefore they in all 

his Majeſties high Commiſſioner, and honourable Eſtates of Parliament will be convinced of 
this their ſincere Vindication, and allow them the ſame protection they have had from His 
Majeſty, they behaving themſelves as good Chriſtians and Loyal Subjects in their ſeveral 
Stations, 


That his Grace His Majeſtics High Commiſſioner, and Honourable 
that the preſenting of theſe Querries was out of no 


to do by the Inſtruftions from the A to 
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General Aſſembly require t Commiſſion, to . 

their Milt abs, that they may be Reclaimed * 


